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Review Questions

1. What does it mean to amputate an arm or a leg?  Why would it need to be amputated?  Was this common during the Civil War?  Why?

2. What could cause an infection in a wounded soldier?  What did Civil War doctors do to prevent this from happening?

3. During the Civil War, Congress passed the Conscription Act.  What did it do?  Who could avoid the requirements of the act?  What happened in New York City as a result of this act?  Why?

4. Who was the 54th Massachusetts Regiment?  Why is this one group of soldiers significant in the history of the Civil War?

5. What types of discrimination did African American soldiers face during the Civil War?  Provide specific examples.

6. Who is William Tecumseh Sherman?  What is the strategy of “total war”?  Why did Sherman practice the strategy of “total war”?

7. Who were copperheads?  How did they plan to end the Civil War?

8. What was the Emancipation Proclamation?  What was the immediate effect of the proclamation?  In what areas did the proclamation free slaves, and in what areas did the proclamation not free slaves?  Why did Lincoln issue the Emancipation Proclamation?

9. What are ironclads?  What happened when two ironclads faced off in a battle?  How did ironclads lead to a change in warfare in the 19th and 20th centuries?

10. Who won the battle of Gettysburg?  Where and when did it take place?  Why is it significant in the history of the Civil War?

11. Who won the battle of Antietam?  Where and when did it take place?  Why is it significant in the history of the Civil War?

12. What happened at Fort Sumter?  Why is it significant in the history of the Civil War?

13. What happened at Appomattox Courthouse?  Why is it significant in the history of the Civil War?

14. What is a dissenter?  How did Lincoln deal with these dissenters?  What is habeas corpus, and what does this have to do with Lincoln’s actions?

15. Re-read Walt Whitman’s poem, “Hush’d Be the Camps To-day.”  What is it about?  What is the mood of the soldiers?  Why?
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Essay Question

In a well written essay (5+ paragraphs), respond to the following prompt.

The Civil War is something of a turning point in the development of technology.  While there were some similarities to 18th century warfare (i.e. the American Revolution), there were many changes that made the Civil War a prelude to the modern wars of the 20th century (WW I and WW II).

How did technology – either the development of new technologies or the lack of new technologies – contribute to the character of the Civil War?  Be sure to discuss at least three areas of technological changes.

